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Statement of Purpose for Graduate Program in Global Health

       When I was fifteen my grandmother was diagnosed of end stage primary open glaucoma in both eyes and this left me with a decision that changed my life, which is a keen interest in vision science. I grew up realizing how a large number of people like my grandmother go blind as a result of preventable causes of blindness. My country has a shortfall of optometrist of about 2400 to a population of 180 million people, this shortfall has resulted in lack of health education and treatment of preventable eye disorders that would not ordinarily lead to blindness.
      I graduated in 2011 as a Doctor of Optometry from the University of Benin in Nigeria and have practiced in both private and public clinic setups. I have been involved with a lot of charity work during my practice time back home and have carried out vision screening in many rural communities that resulted in free drug distribution, health education, and raising awareness of common preventable eye diseases. I never hesitated to volunteer myself freely at places where my professional help was been needed. Community health has been a passion for me and this is what drives me to pursue a master’s of Science degree in Global and Community Health to further acquire the necessary knowledge and skill to work effectively at the Global and community level. I strongly believe that getting this degree here at George Mason University will not only advance my knowledge in preventive medicine such like in the case of my grandmother, but will also give me an in-depth knowledge and skill to write relevant health policies that is highly needed back home in my country. 
       In my quest for this degree, I did an extensive search for schools in the U.S offering master’s program in Global Health and among all the universities running this program, George Mason University was one of the topped ranked. This excellent reputation, world class faculty/staff and ideal combination of course modules directly suited my interest.
      There are a lot of endemic diseases in West Africa and Nigeria is not exempted from these diseases, Malaria, Cholera and a host of others are prevalent. These diseases require experts in public health who can research locally in these country to help prevent the spread of it and having a sound knowledge in research ethic would be very helpful back home. As a learning researcher I hope to contribute my quota on the ongoing research in Malaria, Cholera, Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and other epidemic disease which pose a great threat to the world especially sub-Sahara Africa. Africa at this time needs more professionals in global health especially its citizens that are more familiar with life style and have had first-hand experience of their culture, norms and beliefs. 
       The Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak in 2014 started in Sierra-loane and quickly spread to neighboring Guinea, Liberia, and Nigeria. It is one of current global health issues because of the great threat associated with its spread. There are global health experts still present in Liberia carrying extensive research on the cause of this disease in order to prevent possible future outbreak thereby keeping humanity safer. Malaria is another major health problem in Africa where I come from and I have started developing my research skills on a topic “Reasons for underutilization of Chemoprophylaxis among U.S travelers” in my Accelerated Graduate Communication in Disciplines class (EAP 508). I am keen in acquiring knowledge and working in preventive medicine because it helps save cost of treatment in the long run and this involves extensive research to extend the field of global health knowledge. This is what is going on right now in the field of Global Health and I am very willing to learn and contribute my quota to research.
       Furthermore, in order to be a successful researcher, collaboration and networking between other students, faculty members, and scholars in my field are highly needed. I plan to always attend Global Health Conferences/seminars so as to update my knowledge on current research topics, health problems, policy development and even employment opportunities. Subscribing to Global Health related academic journals will keep me informed on current issues and enable me enrich my knowledge about my field and to be up to date in health issues around the world.
      Finally, after getting this degree from George Mason University, I plan to go back to my country to contribute to the ongoing growth and development, and will conduct research, policy writing in the Federal Ministry of Health. I plan can keep in touch with this amiable University and other colleagues, and will work collaboratively with them.
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