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Plagiarism Research Paper
A lot of people think of plagiarism as a term or an act which means copying another person’s work or borrowing someone else’s ideas. It is far more than “coping” and borrowing”, this term down plays the seriousness of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes; to steal ideas and words, passing it off as one’s own, making use of another person’s work without giving proper credit to the source by using appropriate citation format, and also presenting someone’s idea, words, or projects as new or original. In the western educational concept, every idea or word is patent protected and is guided by law as the persons “intellectual property” and requires permission to be used by others. This can be done by proper citation and reference as to give credit to the original person with the idea or words. Academic integrity can be referred to as doing what is right at all times as regards academic activities within the code of conduct in an educational setting. Any behavior short of this can be called “academic dishonesty” and this can result from cheating, lying, and plagiarizing. The purpose of this paper is to examine how plagiarism occurs, and also present practical ways to avoid plagiarism especially for international students.
         In the Western educational concept, academic integrity is very important because education to the Westerners is about “problem solving” and not to “gain knowledge” as in the discipleship educational concept, thus every idea is seen as a person’s intellectual property. The Westerners can be referred to as independent thinkers and thus use “critical thinking” with evidence to evaluate information and also using other point of views to support this information (Badke, 2003). 
Coming from the non-Western educational concept, plagiarizing is not so serious because we do not or in rare cases criticize and thus do not use much of analytical reasoning as against the Western educational concept where analytical reasoning is held in high regard. This is why in the western educational concept, plagiarism is seen as a “misconduct” because every idea or word is seen as one’s own “intellectual property” and it’s guarded firmly. For international students coming to western culture of education, plagiarism may seem difficult to understand and they require constant teaching and tutoring. Lee and Aitchison (2009), affirms that “the development of academic literacies and writing skills is vital if universities want to avoid accusations of plagiarism by postgraduate research students”. This is important to help students especially those coming from the non-western educational concept to understand what academic integrity entails and thus develop appropriate writing skills in other to avoid plagiarism. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]         Plagiarism occurs in several ways and most times without having knowledge of it, (Medina S. 2013) defined cheating “on a continuum based on intent, ranging from “negligent” or “accidental” to “dishonest”. Most times students plagiarize without knowing they are doing so, a practical example is the use of paraphrasing without properly writing what they understand in their own words, if similar words are used or language structure is similar to that of the author, this is still plagiarizing. Also, plagiarizing occurs when there is absence or improper citation, use of wrong citation style and/or format, resubmitting a previous paper you wrote for another course work, this is called “self-plagiarism”. Plagiarism in writing can be practically avoided by different ways, which involves always asking the instructor questions when there is difficulty to understand, knowing how to include sources to one’s work, use of proper in-text citation and bibliography, proper use of paraphrasing. All this gives a clear distinction of your own voice and ideas from other sources or scholars (Hjortshoj, 2009).
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